
 
Duties for February 

 
Trinity 

 
   Elders    Stewards 
  5th Mrs B. Moses  Mr A. McCleave  Mrs H. Gray 
 12th Mr S. McCracken  Mrs V. McCracken  Mrs P. Dunwell 
 19th Mrs S. Bisset   Mr J. Winter   Mrs M. Winter 
 26th Mrs F. Newton  Mrs M, Hammond  Mrs M. Abbas 

  
  Communion - 5th February 

 
Mrs B. Moses  :  Mrs S. Bisset  :  Mr S. McCracken  :  Mrs S. Sardeson 

 
 

   Flowers                                   Arranging 
  
  5th Mrs M. Abbas  Mrs S. Bisset 
 12th Mrs F. Newton  Mrs S. Sardeson 
 19th Mrs B. Ricketts  Mrs H. Gray 
 26th Mrs M. Abbas  Mrs M. Abbas  
   
     
 
 

St Columba’s 
 
     5th  Denise Matthew 
    12th  Cathy  Trish 
    19th  Janet  Ann 
    26th  Allan  Audrey  

Material for the March edition of 
Round Up must be with the editor by 

 15th February. 
Distribution on Sunday, 28th February. 

A contribution to your church funds 
would be appreciated. roy.marshall2@ntlworld.com 

Editor 
Roy Marshall  
27 Benson Crescent 
Lincoln LN6 3NT 
01522.884516 

February 2017 

Cherish your yesterdays,  
dream your tomorrows,  

but live your todays 



 
 
 
Dear Friends  
 

H ave you heard of ‘Blue Monday?’  
Apparently the third Monday in 

January is supposed to be a day when 
everyone feels down!  Perhaps to do 
with the dark nights, bad weather, 
resolutions already broken into the 
new year, Christmas debts and pres-
sure of work.  This year it could be 
worse due to a number of celebrity 
deaths and uncertainty over Brexit. 
 
  I guess, though, we all have those 
‘down’ days at any time of year for all 
sorts of reasons.  So, if at those times 
we encounter a friendly smile or a 
helpful shop assistant, a supportive 
card or a cheerful text from a friend, 
it can completely change our day!  
The ‘little things’ make all the differ-
ence and remind us that there is love 
and goodness in the world.  We en-
joy the people that make us laugh 
and somehow help us to see the 
funny side of the situation. 
 
  My own grandfather used to say 
“always keep your sense of  
humour!”  Certainly, I remember 
him as someone whom I and my 
brothers and sister loved to spend time 
with.  His corny jokes and sense of fun 
along with the endless supply of 
chocolates he kept in his pockets meant 
there was always much laughter when 
he was around!  
 
  We read in the Bible that ‘Joy’ is one  
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H omelessness is something that is 
very close to my heart as I spent 

11 years in that very situation. It was-
n’t something I chose, but at the age of 
19 I lost both my parents. Unable to 
cope with their deaths and lacking the 
skills needed to maintain a house or 
just looking after myself without their 
support I found myself slipping fur-
ther and further away from everyday 
society. Sleeping rough or living in 
hostels, each day it became a little 
harder to get out of the situation I was 
in. Isolation, fear, shame and worth-
lessness led me down the roads of ad-
diction to survive the pain that I was 
in. Each road led me further into an 
abyss of darkness. Moving from place 
to place each new location I would 
make a decision that it would be a new 
start, but as much as I tried I couldn’t 
break the cycle. Doing things to sur-
vive that were against my nature just 
continued to reinforce the worthless-
ness I felt. People walking past me 
every day telling me to sort my life 
out, get a job, calling me unrepeatable 
names, just pushing that knife deeper 
and deeper in my heart. Drink and 
suicide were never far from me. 
  
  Praise God after 11 years God led me 
to people that helped me get out of the 
homeless trap. Unfortunately not 
many of the people I met along the 
way in the same situation did.  

 
 
 

 
 
of fruits of the spirit.  Hang on - isn’t  
Christianity meant to be serious?  
Could it be that God has a sense of hu-
mour and indeed is it to be found in 
the ministry of Jesus?   Remember the 
vivid picture Jesus paints in Matthew’s 
gospel of someone trying to take the 
speck out of someone’s eye when they 
have an enormous plank in their own! 
I think we are meant to laugh whilst 
being challenged not to be judgmental!  
 
   I was very taken with this picture of 
Jesus – an artist’s impression of the 
‘laughing’ Jesus.  Is it me or is the 
sheep laughing too?                                                                    

          
   Of course, it’s not always appropriate 
to be humorous but maybe trying to 
keep a sense of humour can help us 
keep our lives in balance, as Jesus did.  
I think when we don’t take ourselves 
too seriously we are more able to get 

 
 
Statistics below are taken from a report 
compiled by the homeless char-
ity CRISIS. 
 
• The average age of death of a home-
less person is 47 years old and even 
lower for homeless women at just 43, 
compared to 77 for the general popula-
tion. 
  
• Drug and alcohol abuse are particu-
larly common causes of death amongst 
the homeless population, accounting 
for just over a third of all deaths. 
  
• Homeless people are over 9 times 
more likely to commit suicide than the 
general population 
  
• Deaths as a result of traffic accidents 
are 3 times as likely, infections twice as 
likely and falls over 3 times as likely. 
  
 Being homeless is incredibly diffi-
cult both physically and mentally and 
has significant impacts on people’s 
health and wellbeing. 
  
Ultimately, homelessness kills. 
 
 
  I believe whole heartedly that the 
only real answer to homelessness is 
Jesus Christ working through his 
church.  

***** 

Homelessness and the church 
Kevin Greally (condensed) 

Minister’s Letter 



things in perspective.   Then we can see 
what really matters and live with joy and 
compassion in our heart.  
 

As the writer of Proverbs puts it: 
“Being cheerful keeps you healthy 

…………………………” 
 

I hope this month is happy and healthy for 
you! 
Your friend and Minister                 Sally 
 
 

*********** 

 
 

Joint Bible Study 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th February 
Trinity at 7.30pm 

 
 

********* 
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Better than shortbread biscuits! 
 
  One Sunday at an informal meeting for worship, the minister asked if anyone 
would like to lead in prayer. One of the older members stood up and prayed on 
these lines: "As you know Lord, I am not all that keen on butter and I have to watch 
how much sugar I use. Also, my doctor tells me that I should avoid things which 
are made with flour." At this point, the minister opened his eyes and wondered 
what was coming next. The man continued, "But I know this Lord, that after we mix 
these things together and bake the mixture in a hot oven, we get the most lovely 
shortbread biscuits." Still the minister was perplexed, wondering where this was 
heading. "Help us to realise, Lord," the old man went on, "that when we come 
across things we don't like, and people we don't much care for, we should wait to 
see what you are cooking up. Help us to be patient, Lord, because when you have 
finished your mixing and baking, our fellowship here might turn out to be even 
better than shortbread biscuits. Amen" 

Minister 
 

  Revd Sally Martin 
  9 Oakleigh Drive 
  Lincoln LN1 1DG 
 tel : 01522.538434 

mobile : 07484 710 597 
sally.martin5@btinternet.com 

 
 

St Columba’s LEP 
Brant Road 

Lincoln LN5 8RX 
Secretary :- 01522.536034 

 
 
 

Ermine 
Sudbrooke Drive 
Lincoln LN2 2EF 

Secretary :- 01522.803577 
 
 
 

Trinity 
Garmston Street 
Lincoln LN2 1HZ 

Secretary :- 01522.874985 
 
 

www.lincolnurc.co.uk 
 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
Lincoln URC/ 

 
Women's World Day of Prayer  

3rd March 
 

  Services all around the world will be taking place on Friday 3rd March. The coun-
try for 2017 is The Philippines and the Theme is 
"Am I being Unfair to You"  
 
  EVERYONE is invited to attend the services held 
all around Lincoln (men included!)  The Service 
that Trinity and Ermine URC are supporting will 
be held at St John's Church on the Ermine 
(Opposite Ermine URC) at 2pm on March 3rd. If 
anyone would like to take part in the service 
please speak to Sharon Sardeson - men included! 
Thank you  

By the time you are wise enough to watch your step, 
you are usually too old to walk far anyway 



Pilots started and 25 years since  
Commitment for Life began. So, let’s 
celebrate! And, in doing so, let’s think 
about who we are, what we’re about 
and how we can support one another 
as we all, in our own ways and con-
texts, seek to be better disciples of  
Jesus. 

 
(below is information about one of the 
events being held this year. View all 

activities  planned on urc.org.uk) 

2 017, a year for the whole United         
Reformed Church to celebrate all 

that we have been, are now and are 
called to be as we continue walking the 
way of Jesus Christ today. 
 
  It’s 500 years since the Lutheran  
Reformation, 100 years since the  
ordination of Constance Coltman, the 
first woman to enter congregational 
ministry, 45 years since the URC came 
into being, more than 80 years since 
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Jigsaws 
(for a donation to charity) 

 
  We have a number of Ravensburger 
1000 piece jigsaws which we have done 
on numerous occasions and would like 
to pass them on to a good home.  
 
  No charge but please make a donation 
to a charity. We at Trinity are supporting 
Headway Lincolnshire and Lincs Air 
Ambulance this year.  
 
  Some of the titles are:- 
The Red Box, The Gardener’s Cupboard, 
The Inventor's Cupboard, The Bizarre 
Bookshop. They are all of a similar ilk. 
                                                                  Roy 

 
Digital Evangelism 

   
  Revd Andy Jackson-Parr will be 
leading a Training Day for churches 
on SATURDAY MARCH 4TH at 
ST.COLUMBA’S church.  Andy is the 
Anglican vicar  on the Ecumenical 
team at St. Columba’s and has a back 
ground in IT specialising in web  
design.  It is likely that the morning 
session will focus on Social Media and 
the afternoon session provide  
practical support for the use of power 
point in worship.  All are welcome to 
attend either session or both.  Further 
details to follow. 

Love one another 
(Marjorie Dobson) 

 
 “Love one another as I have loved you.”    What a challenge 

 
Does that mean I’ve got to love my enemies? 
Does that mean I’ve got to love my political opponents? 
Does that mean I’ve got to love those whose opinions I can’t tolerate? 
Does that mean I’ve got to love the vandals who have no respect for property or 
person? 
Does that mean I’ve got to love those foreigners who, they say, come here and take 
jobs away from our own people? 
Does that mean I’ve got to love people of other faiths? 
Does that mean I’ve got to love those people who pour scorn on my faith? 
Does that mean I’ve got to imagine the worst possible situation, or person, that 
could enter my life and I’ve still got to love them? 
What did Jesus do? 
So! There’s your answer  

A year of celebration 

Saturday, 20th May 
URC Big Day Out 

Warwick Castle, Warwickshire 
 
 

A  day of fellowship for the 
whole United Reformed 

Church, celebrating all that our 
diverse and colourful denomina-
tion has to offer as we walk the 
way of Jesus Christ together.  
 
  Organised for the whole URC 
by Pilots.  
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MEMORIES 

 
Do you remember when Santa came to 
call 
Down the chimney and drop into the hall 
Now he has a jeep to bring us what we 
like 
I've put my order in, I think a new bike 
Maybe a new car where you push a  
button 
Or a joint of ham or maybe a piece of  
mutton. 
I've opened all my presents had a glass of 
wine 
One more little drink and I feel fine. 
Do you think he is late or has he got a 
date 
Come on Santa get your finger out 
It's no good waiting here I'm ready to 
shout 
Hooray I hear a noise someone coming in 
Take a look outside they are emptying the 
bin. 
Poor old Santa your are doing your best 
Moving so quickly you are down to your 
vest. 
Thank you Santa for all you have done 
How much do we owe you not a big sum 
Your mince pie I have put on a plate 
One more year planning come the same 
date. 
 

(by one of the Over 50’s Club) 
 

********** 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Valentine Quiz 
Saturday, 11th February 

  A Valentine Quiz is being held at St 
Columba’s on the evening of Satur-
day, 11th February commencing at 
6pm. 
Supper will be served afterwards. 
Everyone welcome. 
 
 

***** 
 
 

   
 

***** 

St Columba’s 

28th February 

 
 
 
 

Prayer Sheet for February 
 

We thought a new format for the prayer sheet - a New Year - a new idea! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  We give thanks for all the Christian love given by friends and neighbours helping 
in shopping, transport, companionship that goes unseen and unacknowledged. 
  We remember and pray for all those in hospital, receiving treatment, having op-
erations, anxiously waiting for results, or going for tests, recovering from sickness, 
with private concerns or caring for a loved one. 
 
Please pray…. for anyone who is living with, suffering or trying to cope with long 
term illness or disability. Pray for their strength, courage and hope. Pray for their 
families, friends and carers, who love them and support them. Pray also for those 
we don’t know about, who suffer in silence and feel unable to ask for help. 
 
 

**************** 

A God who allowed us to prove his existence would be an idol. 
(Dietrich Bonhoeffer). 



 
 
 

W e have been supporting the 
Church of Christ in Biwi,  

Malawi for many years.  This started 
after Revd Paul Floe went there for his 
Sabbatical.  They were trying to find 
the money to build a church as they 
were meeting in a school room.  Paul 
thought that their situation was so 
similar to Ermine's (never having 
much money) that he brought back the 
idea for us to be twinned with their 
church and we started raising money 
to support this.  St Columba's and John 
Robinson Memorial Church in Gains-
borough were also  involved.  We 
started saving 5p's in what we call our 
Biwi bags which we bring to church 
every Communion Sunday.  They now 
have their church and we sent replicas 
of our wall hangings for them to hang 
up.  The last thing we helped them 
with was the building of a toilet 
block.  Unfortunately this got vandal-
ised so we sent money to help with 
repairs. 
 
  Unfortunately communication has 
broken down and when we tried to 
send money to them it proved very 
difficult to send it safely.   
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We have accomplished what we set 
out to do so we have decided to move 
on and channel our 5p's elsewhere. 
 
  As we wanted to still keep our inter-
ests in Malawi which is one of the 
poorest countries, we now support 
Open Arms Malawi whose Head  
Office is based in this country. 
 
  This is what they say: 
“We believe that every child has the 
right to life, survival and develop-
ment.  We provide medical attention, 
shelter, food and love to some of  
Malawi's orphaned and abandoned 
children and work to ensure that the 
children in our care have the chance to 
grow up with the love of a family and 
the security of a home. 
 
  We return, support and monitor  
immunised and fit toddlers to their  
relatives when we can, creating fami-
lies and avoiding institutional care and 
in doing so enable communities to  
provide nutritious meals and nursery 
education to the orphans and vulner-
able children within their community. 
                                                          Elaine 

Ermine 

The people who tend to make a difference are not the ones with 
the most credentials, the most money, or the most awards; they 
are simply the ones who care the most. 
 

 
 
 

Brenda Ricketts  Frances Caldwell 
 

Jean Christian, 
 

Stewart McCracken John Winter 
 

Leo  (Paula) 
 

Tuesday Club 
 
March 
 
7th  Games evening + cheese and wine.  No extra charge involved.  
 
21st  Folk songs and talk on pirates by Nigel & Teri 
 
April 
 
4th  Around the world in 80 ways with 2 blind people and a man with no 
  legs by Robin Dunseath   
 
18th  A Speaker’s entertaining moments by Ken Day 
 
May 
 
2nd  Working with the former Soviets, pt, 2 by Eric Newton 
 
16th  Pyrography - the art of designing with fire by Susan Robey 
 
 

Meetings start at 7.30pm 
charge is £2 which covers speakers fee 

 
All welcome to attend, even if it is just for the one meeting. 
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Advance Notice  
 
  On Sunday, 26th March, Trinity will 
be hosting the Lincoln URC Group  
Service. The date for the planning 
meeting has not be decided yet but 
please can members of Trinity try to 
attend to help plan this service?  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Church Meeting AGM 
19th February 2017 

 
  The AGM and Church Meeting is  
being held on Sunday, 19th February, 
starting at 12.30pm.  
 
  Please make every effort to attend, it 
is your chance to have a say in matters 
affecting the church, such as - 
 Café Church 
 Facebook 
 
  There will be a shared lunch prior to 
this, please bring a contribution for the 
table. Tea and coffee will be available. 

Trinity 

Sally’s working plan for February 
days in black - working days 

Haggis Supper — 11th February 

Cliff Myhill 
17th January 2017 

 
Safe in His hands 

 

L ooking forward to seeing you all.  
Remember to bring your dancing shoes  

and also something to drink with your meal.  
 
  We will have our usual raffle, the proceeds  
of which will go to The Community Larder of  
Lincoln. If you have any item that you could  
donate for the raffle table, that would be very  
welcome.  
 
  Please give to either Frances or Lorraine.  

A bad attitude is like a flat tyre, you’ll get nowhere 
until you change it. 



Services and Diary of Events for February 2017 

      Sunday                                    Monday               Tuesday        Wednesday      Thursday      Friday               Saturday 
                           29th January                                         30th January                  31st January                1st February                    2nd February                 3rd February              4th February 

Trinity - 10 .30am   Mrs H. Grierson                                                                                                                                                                                        Trinity Coffee Bar 
Ermine - 10.00am    Mrs E. Liberty                                                                                                                                                                                            10.30am - 1.00pm 
St Columba's - 11.00am  Mrs S. Gilby                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                          5th February                                          6th February                 7th February                 8th February                  9th February                10th February               11th February 

Trinity - 10.30am   Revd L. Giller  (HC)                                                                                                                                                                                  Trinity Coffee Bar        Valentine Quiz    
Ermine - 10.00am   Revd S. Martin  (HC)                                                                                                                                                                                 10.30am - 1.00pm          St Columba’s   
St Columba's - 11.00am   Mr P. Butcher                                                                                                                                                                                                                               at 6.00pm 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Haggis Supper  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Trinity at 7.30pm         
                          12th February                                        13th February              14th February              15th February                16th February               17th February       18th February 

Trinity - 10.30am   Mrs E. Liberty                                                                                                                                                                                            Trinity Coffee Bar          
Ermine - 10.00am   Mrs C. Blackburn                                                                                                                                                                                      10.30am - 1.00pm            
St Columba’s - 11.00am   Ministry Team                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Bible Study 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Trinity at 7.30pm 
                           19th February                                        20th February              21st February               22nd February               23rd February                24th February              25th February 

Trinity - 10.30am   Revd P. Green                                                                                                                                                                                            Trinity Coffee Bar 
              - 12.30pm   Church Meeting AGM                                                                                                                                                                             10.30am - 1.00pm 
Ermine - 10.00am   Mrs S. Gilby                                                                                                                       
St Columba’s - 11.00am   Revd S. Martin  (HC)                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                    
                            26th February                                       27th February              28th February                 1st March                      2nd March                      3rd March                   4th March                    

Trinity - 10.30am   Revd J. Bolton                                                                                                                                                                                            Trinity Coffee Bar      Digital Evangelism 
Ermine - 10. 30am   at Trinity                                                                                                                                                                                                   10.30am - 1.00pm           St Columba’s 
St Columba’s - 11.00am   Revd A. Jackson Parr                                              Lent Bible Study            
                                                                                                                                   St Columba’s                                                                                         Women’s World Day                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              of Prayer 
 
                             5th March                                             6th March                       7th March                     8th March                      9th March                     10th March                  11th March 

Trinity - 10.30am   Revd S. Martin  (HC)                                                                                                                                                                                 Trinity Coffee Bar                                                                                                                                                     
Ermine - 10.00am   Mr G. Gilmour                                                                    Tuesday Club                                                                                              10.30am - 1.00pm              
St Columba’s - 11.00am    tba                                                             Trinity at 7.30pm                                                                                                                                                        
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